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83 
CELESTIAL PHENOMENA. 

FOR PF.FRUaRY, 1S14. 

Last month was favourable, in the evening, to observations on two of the planets, 
Venus and Mars, the former of whom was distinguished as the bright evening star, de- 
corating the west with great splendour soon after Sun set, and visible long before it to 
the attentive observer. The path of the Moon also lay by several principal stars, and 
there were three occupations. 

This month is not adorned with much brilliancy in the evening, but Venus and 
Jupiter continue to give their lustre to the opposite parts of the horizon, and Mars is 
for a considerable time in the western hemisphere. The other planets, except Mer- 
cury, are morning stars ; and he, accompanying the Sun, is at first before, and after- 
wards after it. 

The Moon, on the first, is on the meridian at thirteen minutes past nine in the even« 
ing, having directly above ber the seventh and twelfth of the Twins, the thirteenth be- 
ing to the east of her, and evidently so in her path, that it must suffer occupation. This 
takes place at nearly thirteen minutes past eleven, when the star is seven minutes and 
twenty seconds south of the centre, and continues one hour, when the star emerges eight 
minutes and ten seconds south of the centre. On the 3d, the Moon is on the meridian 
at a quarter past eleven, being then under the nebula of the Crab, and to the east of 
her the fourth of this constellation, which she passes within four hours ; but, by her 
splendour, these objects will be completely effaced. On this day, she passes the eclip- 
tic in her ascending node, between seven and eight in the evening. On the 4th, is full 
Moon, at forty-six minutes past six in the evening. She rises in the barren space be- 
tween the Crab and the Lion, through which she is directing her course above the first 
of the Lion and Jupiter. 

On the 7th, the Moon rises with the second of the Virgin. Jupiter and the first of 
the Lion are at a considereble distance from her, an4 the groupe above her we distin- 
guish to the second, fourth, and eighth of the Lion. 

On the 1 2th, the Moon rises in the morning under the two first stars of the Balance, 
and is followed by the third of this constellation, which suffers an occupation at seven- 
teen minutes and three quarters past two, the star being seven minutes north of the 
centre ; and it ends at a quarter past three, the star being then ten minutes north of 
the centre. On the 15th, the Moon rises in the eastern branch of the milky way, and 
is soon followed by the twelfth of the Archer ; and, as she ascends the heavens, we per- 
teive to the east of her Saturn, towards whom she is bending her course. On the 20th 
is new Moon, at eleven minutes past seven in the morning. 

On the 24th, the M/Jon passes the first fourteenth of the Whale, at eighteen minutes 
past seven Of the evening, Mars being above her ; and the groupe now formed by the 
three fir6t stars'of the Ram, with the Moon and Mais between them, and Menkar, 
with the small stars in the head of the Whale, will amuse the evening spectator of the 
heavens. On the 28th, the Moon is on the meridian at five minutes past seven, being 
now directly over the first of Orion, the seventh and twelfth of the Twins being above 
her to the east ; and she is directing her course to' the thirteenth of this constellation. 
Near to ber on the west is the sixth of the Bull, or tip of the southern born ; and above 
her, at a considerable distance, the second of this constellation. 

Mercury is in his superior conjunction on the ISth, in an unfavourable position dur- 
ing the former part of the month, and at the end so near the sun, that he will be dis- 
covered only by the keen observer. The Moon passes him on the 20th. 

Venus is an evening star, stationary on the 18th, to which day she moves with a di- 
rect motion through five degrees, and during the whole month, her latitude, which is 
north, >s increasing ; so that, at the end of the month, she reaches the northern limit of 
the zodiac. During the whole month, she shines as the evening star with distinguished 
lustre, but her duration above the horizon after Sun-set is continually decreasing, and 
this more rapidly in the latter part of the month. Her course is directed towards the 
third of Pegasus, or the lowest of the two eastern of the four stars in Square, moving in 
jnat direction cross the western fish, and thus forming, witn tne lour stars in Square, an 
ever variable groupe, that will attract notice. The Moon passes her on the 22d . 

Mars is an evening star, being on the meridian on the 1st at twenty-one minutes past 
four, and every, evening earlier. Above him, we distinguish' the . three first stars of The 



84 To Correspondents. [Jan. 

Ram, with which the Yarying groupes he forms will strike the attention ; and on the 
25th he is directly between the first of these stars and the first of the Whale, on which 
day the Moon passes him. 

Jupiter is on the meridian on the 24th, at midnight, embellishing that day, soon after 
Sun-set, the eastern, as Venus does the western hemisphere ; and affording during the 
night, ample opportunities for observations on him and his moons. His motion is 
retrograde, through three degrees and a half, from a point midway between the seven- 
teenth and twenty-second of the Lion, with a northern latitude of one degree eighteen 
minutesi The Moon passes him on the 6th. 

Saturn is a morning star only about five degrees above the horizon at Sun-set on 
the 1st; and consequently, from his nearness to the Sun, and elevation, he will not 
at first be discovered by common observers. His height and distance from the Sun, at 
this time, are, however, rapidly increasing; so that he will, towards the middle of the 
month, be noticed below the two first stars of the Goat, and to the west of them. The 
Mcoh passes him on the 17th. 

Herichell is on the meridian on the 1st, at seven in the morning, the second of the 
Scorpion being near to and above him to the west; and by this direction we cannot 
fail of easily discovering him at an early hour, as he is at first about a degree from 
this star. His motion is direct, through half a degree, and hk position in the Scorpion 
is sufficiently favourable for the discovery of him to those, who have not seen this 
planet. For Antares, the first of the Scorpion will be' pointed out to us, by being the 
only star of the first magnitude in the lower region of the heavens, between the 
south-east and the meridian ; arid the second of the Scorpion, by being a star of the 
second magnitude, nearest to, and above it to the west. The Moon passes Herscbelt 
on the 12th. Frend's Evening Amusements. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

The reasons which prevented the insertion of the paper signed Vindet, 
have not, by re-exa:nination, lost any portion of their efficacy. According to the 
writer's own acknowledgment, it is too personal. " The Man of Feeling"' wa» 
guilty of the same error, and we regret his paper was inserted. As to the- asser- 
tion of Vindex, that the bounty plan of 1803 differed essentially from the pre-, 
ceding cue of 1800, "sub judice lis est," the matter is not yet decided, and the 
difference may not be as great, as Vindex is inclined to suppose. We may, hojveve*, 
be allowed to say, that the independence of the Presbyterian church is not aided 
by a Regium Donum, under any modifications. If the bounty cannot now be 
withdrawn, after it is granted to any minister, the previous Veto possessed by go- 
vernment on his nomination, although its exercise may hitherto have been suspend- 
ed, is ready to be called into operation at the will of the minister of the crown ; 
and no church can be really independent with such influence, either in reserve, or 
in actual operation. The candidates for the ministerial, office among them, must 
materially feel the shackling influence ready to be applied, if any candidate for the 
ministry should unfortunately render himself obnoxious, by an act of public spirit, 
to any of the underlings of administration, and even the body of ministers cannoc 
be considered to be entirely free from a bias, arising from a supposed debt vf gra- 
titude they have contracted to a pensioning government. This influence is farther 
increased by the plan of classification. 

Since the paper on the Improvements in the Town of Bangor was written, the 
writer understands, that Mr. i.egg of Malone; has added 25 to the number of scho» 
Iars who are taught at his own expense, making Ju ah 75. 

A paper fron: Grace-hill, which came too late for insertion this month; a letter 
to the Secretary for promoting the education of the poor ; the plan of a library 
for the children at the Belfast Lancasterian School ; and the History of an Intended 
Divine, shall be inserted in our next number. Although " a cottage and a lovely 
maid" may be very charming, yet the song in praise of them does not possess poetical 
merit. " An inquisitive traveller" is requested to send the entire ramble, and not to 
divide it into small sections, as the interest is much lessened with the reader by 
the frequent interruptions. 



